
 

 

4th Grade 
Language Arts  

AKS = Academic Knowledge and Skills: the curriculum your child will learn this year in school.   

AKS/Objective: Analyze information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., 
infographics, charts, graphs, diagrams, timelines, animations, or interactive elements on web 
pages) and explain how the information contributes to and expands the overall understanding of 
the text.  
 

This means… 

I can… Utilize information presented visually, 
orally, or quantitatively (numerically) to gain 
a deeper understanding of the text. 

I can.... Interpret information presented 
visually, orally, or quantitatively 
(numerically) to explain how the information 
supports and/or adds to the meaning of the 
text or reinforces the author’s purpose.  

 

This looks like… 

Action 1:  While reading an infographic, your 
child takes notes on the importance of the 
information, their wonderings, and/or what they 
noticed.  

Action 2: Your child citing information presented 
in the graphics to support information the 
author put forth in the text.  

 

Activity Title: The Water Cycle LEVEL: Proficient 

Materials needed: 

● Copy of Kids Discover article entitled, “The Water Cycle” 
● Copy of graphic organizer entitled, “The Water Cycle” 
● Copy of analysis comprehension questions 
● Writing instruments 

 

                   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DNlED7S6Tku-c89fhKC9Ej9t9xujnzU4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dXriYwEUSdLQSJXfTRjLS3VMFDNM3wFE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17SInc5anQ1Yxnxygy3ZTxmPQQnKbDn1e/view?usp=sharing
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Directions:  

● Take some time to look over the infographic with your child, first, without reading the 
information. 

● Pay attention to the flow of the information and the pictures. When finished, ask your 
student, “What do you see?” Have them jot their responses down on the graphic 
organizer. As they write, continue the conversation with questions like: 

   Why did the information stand out?  

   Does any information look similar?  

   Have you seen this before?  

   What is this called? and What do you already know about this topic? 

● Allow your student to look over the infographic once again. When finished, ask your 
student, “What do you wonder?” Have them jot their responses on the graphic 
organizer. As they write, ask them why the information interests them. 

● Now, read through the infographic with your student. As you read, stop to ask questions 
about what was just read. More importantly ask your child if the written text is 
supported by the infographic. Discuss specifically how each graphic supports the text. As 
you go through this process, ask your student, “Why is this information important?” 
Have your student jot their responses on the graphic organizer.  

● Once you have completed the above-mentioned tasks, have your student summarize 
the lesson; then, work through the sample comprehension questions. The purpose of 
that activity will be to determine whether your child was able to analyze the information 
presented in the infographic to explain how the information contributed to the overall 
understanding of the text.   

 

If the activity is too hard, try this:  

● If the text reading level of the book or graphics is too advanced for your child to read 
independently, keep in mind that in general, children can listen to and comprehend 
information that may be a grade level or two above their reading level. Consider reading 
the information to your child so that you can focus on practicing the comprehension 
skills in this lesson. By using easier texts, you are greatly helping your child to improve 
their vocabulary and comprehension skills that they will need as they advance in their 
reading levels. Use these activities as a separate time that you can read to your child 
and connect with them. 

● Choose only a smaller portion of the book to read at a time. Show your excitement in 
looking carefully at the graphs and charts. Explain what you notice by looking at the 
graphs and charts prior to reading the text on a page. Then read the text and share your 
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new understandings. Ask your child what they notice or think. In this way you can model 
for your child what to do and engage them in the conversations without frustrating 
them.  

● Try finding infographics to practice with that are on topics that your child is interested 
in, such as the ones from Kids Discover: https://kidsdiscover.com/infographics/ 

If the writing portion is hard for your child, complete it orally instead. You can also talk through 
the task and have them tell you what to write.   

Ask your child to create their own infographic and write a paragraph or two about the topic of 
their infographic or bar graph. Here are some ideas:  

20 Graphing Activities For Kids That Really Raise the Bar 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Se34iR82HWA 

 

If the activity is too easy, try this:  

Have your child create their own infographic like the Water Cycle examples listed above. They 
can pick a science or social studies topic. The following link is a short video to show how to 
create an infographic.  

            Use Google Slideshow to Create an Infographic for Kids 
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If the activity is just right, try this:  

● Help your child to find infographics inside of non-fiction texts or articles.  

Before Reading…  

● Have your child look at the title and images of the infographic.  

● Ask your child to make a prediction. What do they think the infographic is about and 
what do they know about that subject? 

● Encourage your child to look through the book or infographic to take notes on the 
importance of the information, their wonderings, and/or what they noticed. 

During Reading… 

● Utilize information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (numerically) to gain a 
deeper understanding of the text. 

● Stop after reading a section and jot or say a quick summary using information in the text 
and the graphic. 

● Stop and jot how the visual on the page tells more about the topic. 

After Reading… 

● Encourage your child to interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively 
(numerically) to explain how the information supports and/or adds to the meaning of the 
text or reinforces the author’s purpose. 

● Encourage your child to cite information presented in the graphics to support 
information the author put forth in the text.  

● Use the Non-fiction Reading Response Choice Board or create your own on a piece of 
paper or in a notebook. Encourage your child to pick 3 of the activities to answer based 
on the infographic and/or non-fiction text that they have read and reviewed. 
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